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INSTALLATION CEREMONIES AND DINNER, 

McGILL CHAPTER OF THE SOCIETY 

OF THE SIGMA XI 

APRIL 13, 1922 

The meeting opened at 4:45 p. m., with Dr. Henry B. Ward, 
president of the Society of the Sigma Xi, in the chair, and Dr. Ed- 
ward Ellery, secretary of the Society of the Sigma Xi, acting as 
secretary of the meeting. 

Present also, the following: 

Dr. F. D. Adams 
Dr. E. W. Archibald 
Dr. H. G. Barbour 
Dr. Cyril Batho 
Dr. H. S. Birkett 
Dr. W. G. M. Byers 
Dr. W. W. Chipman 
Jacob Dolid, Esq. 
Dr. F. G. Finley 
Prof. R. DeL. French 
Dr. J. A. Gray 
Dr. James Harkness 
Prof. F. E. Lloyd 
Dr. L. V. King 
Dr. A. B. Macallum 



Dr. C. F. Martin 
Prof. C. M. McKergow 
Dr. D. A. Murray 
Dr. Horst Oertel 
Dr. J. B. Porter 
Dr. R. F. Ruttan 
G. W. Scarth, Esq. 
Dr. A. N. Shaw 
Dr. G. E. Simpson 
Dr. Alfred Stansfield 
Dr. R. L. Stehle 
Dr. T. R. Waugh 
Dr. C. T. Sullivan 
Dr. S. E. Whitnall 
Dr. Arthur Willey 



Prof. H. M. MacKay 

Dr. Ward extended the greetings of the Society of the Sigma 
Xi to the petitioning group at McGill, and called upon the secre- 
tary to read the petition and the record of action thereupon. 

As requested, Dr. Ellery read the petition, the record of the 
unanimously favorable action of both the Executive Committee and 
the Convention of the Society of the Sigma Xi upon this petition, 
and closed with a few congratulatory remarks to those present. 

Dr. Ward then requested all non-members of the Society of the 
Sigma Xi to rise, which, having been done, he read the pledge of 
the Society, and pronounced the petitioners admitted to full active 
membership in the Society, upon their giving their assent to the 
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pledge as read by him. Membership certificates were then de- 
livered to the new members by the chairman, and the charter of the 
McGill Chapter was presented to Dr. Porter, on behalf of the peti- 
tioning group. 

Dr. Porter briefly thanked the Society for the confidence it had 
exhibited in granting himself and his associates a charter, and 
promised that so far as was possible, the McGill Chapter would do 
all in its power to further the aims of the Society of the Sigma Xi. 

Dr. Ellery then delivered the charge to the Chapter. In so 
doing, he sketched briefly the three stages in the history of the 
Society since its inception at Cornell in 1886. At first, it had 
admitted undergraduate members somewhat as does Phi Beta Kappa, 
basing their election largely upon scholastic standing, but also to 
some extent upon their promise of achievement. At that time, the 
greatest value of undergraduate membership lay in the opportunity 
it afforded for fellowship with older men. During the second era, 
undergraduate members were admitted only to associate member- 
ship, and made to prove their mettle before being granted full privi- 
leges. The third and present state was characterized by an attempt 
to keep the interest of the alumni members alive, by asking them 
to support fellowships in research. In 1921 for the first time one 
such fellowship had been held by a member of the Society at Colum- 
bia University, and it was the hope and expectation that two or 
more in addition would be soon available. 

As showing the esteem in which Sigma Xi was held by the 
scientific world, he instanced the fact that one of the two general 
meetings of the American Association for the Advancement of 
Science at its next Convention was to be conducted entirely by the 
Society. 

Dr. Ellery's remarks were received with loud applause. 

The chairman submitted the draft by-laws to the meeting, re- 
marking that they had been examined by himself and Dr. Ellery 
and were approved of. 

Moved by Dr. Porter, seconded by Prof. Lloyd, and carried, 
that the by-laws as drafted for the use of the McGill Chapter of 
the Society of the Sigma Xi be adopted. 

On the call of the chair, Dr. W. W. Chipman was nominated for 
President of the McGill Chapter by Dr. Porter, seconded by Prof. 
Lloyd. There being no further nominations, it was moved by Dr. 
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Murray, seconded by Prof. McKergow, and carried unanimously 
that Dr. Chipman be declared elected. 

On the call of the chair, Dr. Adams proposed, Dr. Ruttan sec- 
onded, the names of Dr. A. S. Eve and Dr. J. B. Porter for the 
positions of Vice-presidents of the McGill Chapter. There being 
no further nominations, it was moved by Prof. McKergow, sec- 
onded by Prof. Lloyd, and carried unanimously that these gentle- 
men be declared elected. 

On the call of the chair, Prof. R. DeL. French was nominated 
for Secretary-treasurer of the McGill Chapter by Dr. Porter, sec- 
onded by Dr. Stansfield. There being no further nominations for 
this office, it was moved by Prof. Lloyd, seconded by Dr. Willey 
and carried unanimously that Prof. French be declared elected. 

On the call of the chair, Dr. H. G. Barbour, Prof. F. E. Lloyd 
and Dr. D. A. Murray were nominated by Dr. Porter and seconded 
by Dr. Whitnall, as members of the Executive Committee. There 
being no further nominations, it was moved by Dr. Ruttan, sec- 
onded by Dr. Whitnall, and carried unanimously that these gentle- 
men be declared elected. 

Dr. W. W. Chipman, president-elect, was escorted to the chair 
by Dr. Ward and Dr. Ellery, and in a few well-chosen words, 
thanked his fellow-members for the honor which they had conferred 
upon the Faculty of Medicine and upon him personally. 

Replying to the questions of several members, Dr. Ward ex- 
plained the basis upon which membership in the Society might be 
acquired, emphasizing particularly the distinctions between asso- 
ciate membership and active membership. 

No further business offering, the meeting adjourned sine die 
at 6:00 p. m. 

The formal installation ceremonies were followed by a dinner 
at the Mount Royal Club at 8 :oo p. m. Dr. Chipman presided as 
Toastmaster, and the Chapter entertained as guests Sir Arthur 
W. Currie, Principal of the University, Dr. Gordon Laing, Dean of 
the Faculty of Arts and Chairman of the Graduate School, Mr. W. 
M. Birks of the Board of Governors, Dr. Georges Baril of the 
University of Montreal, Mr. E. J. Archibald, Managing Editor of 
the Montreal Star, and Mr. R. L. Hamilton, President-elect of 
the Students' Council, as well as Dr. Henry B. Ward and Dr. Ed- 
ward Ellery. 
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Dr. Chipman opened the toast-list with "The King and the Presi- 
dent of the United States," and then called upon Dr. A. B. Macal- 
lum to propose "McGill University." After referring in humour- 
ous vein to his misfortune in not being an alumnus of McGill, Dr. 
Macallum spoke of the wide-spread reputation which the Uni- 
versity enjoyed, as evidenced by many incidents personally known 
to him. 

Principal Currie, replying to this toast, sketched the program 
he conceived to be the best for the future development of the Uni- 
versity. The salient features of this program were the revising of 
the standards of scholarship so as to maintain the number of the 
student body at about its present figure, the provision of better 
laboratory and library facilities, and the strengthening of the in- 
structional staff by every possible means. 

The toast of "The Society of the Sigma Xi" was proposed by 
Dr. Porter, and responded to in an impressive address by Dr. 
Ward. After sketching briefly the history of the Society, Dr. 
Ward elaborated upon the need for research in pure science, as 
distinguished from commercial research. He further emphasized 
the improved position of the trained scientist since the war, due to 
the conspicuous success of this class in widely varying fields dur- 
ing the great struggles with the enemy. The fact was brought out 
that the great majority of the specialists called to the aid of the 
United States Government at that time were members of the So- 
ciety of the Sigma Xi. Referring to the McGill Chapter, he ex- 
pressed his pleasure at the consummation of a long-dormant de- 
sire for the expansion of the Society into fields without the United 
States, and expressed the hope that yet further gradual expansion 
might take place, until Sigma Xi became truly a world-wide asso- 
ciation of "Companions in Zealous Research." 

Dr. Ellery proposed "The McGill Chapter," which was replied 
to by Dr. F. D. Adams, dean of the Faculty of Applied Science. 
In his remarks, Dr. Adams outlined the University history, and 
mentioned the many distinguished men who had, at one time or 
another, been connected with it, such as Sir Willam Osier, Sir 
Ernest Rutherford and Sir Auckland Geddes. 

"The University of Montreal," proposed by Dr. Louis V. King, 
was responded to by Dr. Georges Baril. Dr. Baril emphasized the 
desire of his institution for a closer cooperation with McGill, and 
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pointed out that, though McGill was closely in touch with British 
developments, she was so au courant with those of France, while 
the contrary was true of the University of Montreal. Thus the 
closer the cooperation between the two universities, the larger the 
field of each. 

An impromptu toast to Dr. Chipman, proposed by Dr. Birkett, 
closed the proceedings. 

Submitted by R. DeL. French 



